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Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 


RESOLUTION  NO.  1 

Labor  Program  for  Legislation 

Whereas :  The  labor  movement  of  Massachu- 
setts has  in  the  past  been  among  the  leaders  in 
the  country  in  progressive  and  liberal  legisla- 
tion, and 

Whereas  :  One  of  organized  labor's  principal 
legislative  aims  in  the  past  has  been  to  protect 
all  the  working  men  and  women  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and 

Whereas :  These  protections  include  disability 
payments  for  all  persons  out  of  work  as  a  re- 
sult of  sickness,  minimum  wages  and  overtime 
for  all  employees,  adequate  unemployment 
compensation  and  workmen's  compensation 
benefits  for  workers  related  to  their  wages,  un- 
employment benefits  for  persons  out  of  work  as 
a  result  of  a  labor  dispute  and  other  related 
items. 

Therefore :  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion endorse  the  following  legislative  program 
for  filing  in  December  1968  with  roll  call  votes  : 

1.  Sickness  Disability  for  persons  out  of  work 
as  a  result  of  illness 

2.  Unemployment  Compensation  Benefits  for 
persons  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  a  labor 
dispute  including  lockouts 

3.  Elimination  of  many  of  the  present  ex- 
emptions from  the  overtime  provisions  of 
the  present  state  law  and  an  increase  in 
minimums  for  gratuity  employees  and 
elimination  of  trainees'  substandard  wages 

4.  Decreased  waiting  period,  priority  hear- 
ings on  weekly  compensation  liability,  and 
increased  benefits  under  the  workmen's 
compensation  law  and  a  variable  maxi- 
mum for  benefits  under  the  unemployment 
compensation  law 

5.  Strengthening  the  law  and  further  regu- 
lating the  fees  charged  by  private  employ- 
ment agencies. 

6.  Election  Day  a  legal  holiday. 
(Submitted     by     Executive     Council     of     the 

Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  2 

Improvement  in  Workmen's 
Compensation 

Whereas :  the  benefits  in  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation have  not  kept  pace  with  the  increases 
in  wages  and  the  increased  cost  of  living  as 
well  as  the  extended  benefits  granted  in  other 
jurisdictions,  and 

Whereas :  there  has  been  unnecessary  delay 
and  pile  up  of  cases  to  the  detriment  of  the 
injured  employee  in  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas :  there  has  recently  been  the  de- 
velopment of  unscrupulous  practices  of  in- 
surance companies  to  the  detriment  of  the 
injured  workers,   Now,   therefore,   be  it 

Resolved:  That  this  Convention  endorses  the 
following  legislative  program  in  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  field  and  instructs  its 
Legislative  Director  to  file  the  following  legis- 
lation to  benefit  the  injured  employee : 

1.  Decrease  waiting  period 

2.  An  increase  in  benefits  to  meet  the  two- 
thirds  wage  concept 

3.  Increase  in  payments  to  injured  workers 
based  on  increases  in  costs  of  living  or  on 
new  benefits 

4.  A  penalty  for  delayed  settlements  and  pay- 
ments by  insurance  companies  including 
new  benefits  as  of  the  time  of  decision 
rather  than  the  injury 

5.  Priority  hearings  on  weekly  compensation 
liability 

6.  State  fund  for  Workmen's  Compensation 

7.  Reemployment  rights  for  injured  workers 

8.  A  contingency  fund 

9.  Prohibition  of  statements  from  injured 
workers  taken  by  telephone  recordings  by 
the  insurance  companies 


10.  An  increase  in  the  maintenance  allowance 
for  public  employees  injured  in  the  course 
of  employment. 
(Submitted  by  the  Executive   Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  3 

Improved  Unemployment 
Compensation 

Whereas  :  Unemployment  Compensation  bene- 
fits in  Massachusetts  have  not  kept  pace  with 
the  cost  of  living  or  wage  increases  or  the 
extended  benefits  in  other  states,  and 

Whereas :  Benefits  have  been  extended  in 
other  states  to  new  areas  which  are  not  fully 
covered  in  Massachusetts,  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  adopt  the 
following  legislative  proposals : 

1.  To  increase  to  six  weeks  the  benefits  paid 
to  a  person  who  becomes  ill  while  un- 
employed, and 

2.  To  extend  benefits  for  an  additional  15 
weeks,  and 

3.  To  establish  a  variable  maximum  based  on 
two-thirds  of  the  average  industrial  wage, 
and 

4.  To  provide  benefits  for  persons  out  of 
work  as  a  result  of  a  lockout  by  the  em- 
ployer 

5.  Coverage  of  non-profit  institutions  in  un- 
employment compensation 

6.  Elimination  of  workmen's  compensation 
disability  from  base  period  eligibility. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  4 

Unemployment  Benefits  in  a 
Labor  Dispute 

Whereas :  A  pattern  has  developed  in  the 
last  few  years  indicating  that  it  is  the  intent 
of  certain  militantly  anti-union  employer  ele- 
ments to  break  unions  and 

Whereas :  Their  attitude  is  one  of  unyield- 
ing opposition  to  contract  improvements  and 
adamant  insistence  on  wage-cutting  formulas, 
reduction  of  fringe  benefits,  and  the  incorpora- 
tion of  absolutely  unacceptable  contract  weak- 
ening provisions,  and 

Whereas :  This  policy  results  in  absolutely 
unavoidable  strikes  whose  only  purpose  from 
the  employer  standpoint  is  to  break  the  union 
and 

Whereas :  These  employer  fomented  strikes 
are  the  result  of  the  direct  invasion  by  em- 
ployers of  their  obligation  to  bargain  in  good 
faith  under  the  law  and 

Whereas :  Other  states  provide  benefits  after 
a  period  of  time  to  persons  out  of  work  as  a 
result  of  a  labor  dispute,  and 

Whereas  the  economies  of  local  communities 
are  depressed  as  a  result  of  a  long  labor 
dispute. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO  go  on  record  as  strongly  urging 
the  passage  of  legislation  providing  that  em- 
ployees involved  in  lengthy  labor  disputes  be 
eligible  for  unemployment  benefits,  and  in- 
struct the  Legislative  Department  to  file  appro- 
priate legislation  to  accomplish  this  purpose 
and  insist  on  a  roll  call  vote  on  this  bill. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  5 

Clarifying  Unemployment 
Compensation  Benefits  in  Lockouts 

Whereas :  many  employees  in  Massachusetts 
have  been  put  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  a 
lockout  by  their  employer,  and 

Whereas :   these  employees   have   been   denied 
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unemployment  compensation  benefits  in  this 
Commonwealth  through  no  fault  of  their  own, 
and 

Whereas :  approximately  18  other  States  in 
the  United  States  make  provisions  granting 
unemployment  compensation  to  persons  put 
out  of  work  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  and 

Whereas :  the  purpose  of  unemployment 
compensation  is  to  provide  benefits  for  persons 
out  of  work  through  no  fault  of  their  own : 
Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  instruct  its 
Legislative  Director  to  file  appropriate  legisla- 
tion to  remedy  this  situation  and  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  unemployment  compensation 
benefits  to  persons  put  out  of  work  in  Massa- 
chusetts as  a  result  of  a  lockout  by  the 
employer. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  6 

Support  for  Graduated  Income  Tax 

Whereas :  Organized  labor's  concern  with 
problems  of  taxation  has  always  been  and  re- 
mains today  a  concern  over  the  fairness  or 
unfairness  of  existing  tax  systems  or  proposed 
new  taxes,  and 

Whereas  :  the  present  income  tax  systems  in 
Massachusetts,  which  has  been  defined  as 
illogical  and  inequitable  by  all  liberal  and  pro- 
gressive organizations  in  the  state,  is  frozen  at 
that  level  by  Article  44  of  the  State  Constitu- 
tion, which  ties  the  hands  of  the  Legislature  in 
any  attempt  to  revise  its  flat-rate  formula  in 
order  to  bring  it  closer  to  the  principle  of 
"based  on  ability  to  pay,"  and 

Whereas :  the  impossibility  of  adopting  a 
fair  tax  system  in  Massachusetts  without 
amending  Article  44  of  the  State  Constitution 
has  been  amply  demonstrated  by  the  long  tax 
fights  and  the  passage  of  the  sales  tax  which 
followed  defeat  of  question  No.  1  on  the  ballot 
in  1962,  and 

Whereas :  two  successive  Legislatures  have 
again  agreed  to  let  people  of  Massachusetts 
vote  on  the  question  of  whether  the  General 
Court  should  be  authorized  to  formulate  and 
bring  about  reforms  in  our  antiquated  tax 
system  to  make  it  more  equitable,  and 

Whereas :  the  question  will  be  on  the  ballot 
in  November  1968  :  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  in  Convention 
assembled,  reiterate  its  position  in  support  of 
a  graduated  income  tax  formula  that  would 
adhere  strictly  to  the  principle  of  "based  on 
ability  to  pay,"  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council  instruct  its  Legislative  Director 
to  support  this  principle  and  keep  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  fully  informed  on  all  developments  re- 
lating to  this  question;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  hereby  in- 
struct its  officers,  Taxation  Committee,  and 
Legislative  Director  and  COPE  Director  to  take 
all  necessary  actions  to  help  the  passage  of  the 
graduated  income  tax  amendment  on  the  refer- 
endum vote  in  November  1968  so  as  to  permit 
the  Legislature  to  consider  graduated  income 
taxation. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  7 

Organizing  the  Unorganized 

Whereas :  labor  unions  have  introduced  a 
form  of  industrial  democracy  into  our  plants, 
and 

Whereas  :  organized  labor  has  helped  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  the  employees  through 
collective  bargaining  and  legislation,  and 

Whereas :   the  organized  employer   is  operat- 


ing under  fair  union  conditions  while  his 
unorganized  competitor  is  threatening  these 
conditions  and  standards. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention urge  all  its  affiliated  unions  to  step  up 
their  organizing  drives,  and 

Be  It  further  Resolved,  that  all  affiliated 
unions  cooperate  with  other  affiliated  unions  as 
well  as  with  the  organization  and  other 
departments  of  the  National  AFL-CIO  in 
organizing  drives  in  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  8 

Situs  Picketing 

Whereas,  the  present  labor  laws  on  the  Fed- 
eral level  discriminate  against  the  Building 
Trades  Unions  by  preventing  picketing  on  the 
job  site  ;  and 

Whereas,  the  present  laws  do  not  permit 
unions  to  strike  against  non-union  subcontrac- 
tors and  in  effect  compel  union  men  to  work 
alongside  non-union  men  on  construction 
projects  ;  and 

Whereas,  the  present  laws  are  undermining 
the  fair  standards  set  up  by  the  Building 
Trades  in  the  construction  industry  ;  and 

Whereas,  the  late  President  Kennedy  pro- 
posed legalizing  of  situs  picketing  in  an  effort 
to  help  the  unions  in  the  Building  Trades  field  ; 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  that  the  delegates 
at  this  11th  Convention  of  the  Mass.  State 
Labor  Council  support  and  endorse  a  situs 
picketing  amendment  to  the  Federal  labor 
laws  ;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  the  Mass.  State 
Labor  Council  and  its  affiliated  unions  call  on 
elected  representatives  in  Congress  and  in  the 
U.S.  Senate  to  work  for  and  actively  support 
a  common  situs  picketing  bill ;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Congressmen  and 
Senators  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.   State  Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  9 

Unemployment  Insurance 

Whereas :  Public  response  to  the  shortcom- 
ings of  the  unemployment  insurance  program 
has  appeared  in  the  form  of  temporary  exten- 
sion of  benefits  in  recession  periods,  and 

Whereas :  While  the  wage  insurance  pur- 
poses of  the  program  are  being  neglected,  new 
problems  in  the  form  of  long-term  unemploy- 
ment due  to  economic  displacement  and  auto- 
mation have  arisen  and  call  for  some  adaptation 
of  the  unemployment  insurance  program  to 
new  needs  on  a  permanent  basis.  Therefore,  be 
it 

Resolved:  The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  shall 
continue  to  support  the  comprehensive  over- 
hauling and  improvement  of  the  unemployment 
insurance  system  under  a  single  federal  pro- 
gram. Pending  such  a  reorganization,  the 
program  can  be  made  to  meet  more  effectively 
its  purpose  through  federal  benefit  standards 
and  a  larger  federal  role  in  the  financial 
structure. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  supports  fed- 
eral measures  which  would  raise  the  weekly 
benefits  and  make  them  available  for  the  long- 
term  unemployed,  extend  coverage  to  those  now 
denied  any  wage  insurance,  and  improve  the 
financial  structure  by  providing  some  measure 
of  equalization  of  cost  and  broadening  of  the 
tax  base. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  calls  also  for 
the  enactment  of  federal  standards  on  the 
duration,  eligibility,  and  disqualification  pro- 
visions of  state  laws. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 


RESOLUTION  NO.  10 

Labor  Laws  for  Migrant  Workers 

Whereas :  Migrant  workers  are  not  covered 
by  the  federal  labor  laws,  and 

Whereas :  these  migrant  workers  are  en- 
gaged in  strikes  for  recognition  and  to  improve 
the  working  conditions  of  the  workers  through- 
out the  country,  and 

Whereas :  collective  bargaining  based  on 
federal  labor  laws  is  part  of  our  national  labor 
policy  :  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  :  That  this  Convention  endorses  the 
passage  of  federal  laws  incorporating  the  right 
to  organize  and  bargaining  collectively  by 
migrant  workers  under  the  federal  labor  laws  : 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  all  the  Congressmen  and  to  the  two 
United   States    Senators   from   Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  11 

Affiliation  with  the  State 
Labor  Council 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  is  a  state  organization  for 
all  unions  affiliated  with  the  AFL-CIO  in 
Massachusetts, 

Whereas :  it  is  the  policy  of  the  National 
AFL-CIO  that  all  local  unions  and  inter- 
national unions  affiliate  with  the  State  Labor 
Council :  Now,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  urge  all 
international  unions  to  advise  and  urge  their 
local  unions  in  Massachusetts  to  affiliate  with 
and  support  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,   and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  all  international  unions. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  12 

Rescinding  Rule  10  of 
National  AFL-CIO 

Whereas :  Resolution  No.  59  was  adopted  at 
the  Tenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  calling 
for  the  rescission  of  Rule  10  relative  to  voting 
procedures  by  state  and  other  labor  councils 
was  adopted  by  the  Convention,  and 

Whereas :  This  resolution  was  presented  by 
the  delegate  from  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  at  the  National 
AFL-CIO  Convention  in  Miami,  Florida,  in 
December  1967,  and 

Whereas :  The  National  Convention  of  the 
AFL-CIO  referred  this  matter  to  the  Incoming 
Executive  Council  of  the  AFL-CIO,  and 

Whereas :  The  principles  of  Rule  10  are  still 
contrary  to  the  concept  of  free  democracy  in- 
volving secret  ballot  voting,  and 

Whereas :  Under  Rule  10  it  seems  that  any 
delegate  can  check  the  ballots  of  any  other 
delegate  from  other  unions  which  is  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  secret  ballot  voting :  Now, 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  reaffirms  its 
position  on  Rule  10  calling  for  its  rescission, 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  officers  be  instructed  to 
write  an  appropriate  letter  to  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  AFL-CIO  calling  for  a  change 
in  Rule  10. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  13 

National  Strike  Fund 

Whereas :  resolution  No.  1  on  the  National 
Strike  Fund  was  passed  at  the  Tenth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  on  October  3-6,  1967,  and 

Whereas :  this  resolution  calling  for  a 
National  Strike  Fund  was  presented  to  the 
National  AFL-CIO  Convention  in  Florida  in 
December  1967  by  the  delegate  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and 

Whereas  :  this  resolution  received  a  favorable 
recommendation  at  the  Convention  which  re- 
ferred it  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
National  AFL-CIO :   Now,  therefore,   be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  reaffirm  its 
position  in  favor  of  a  National  Strike  Fund  in 
the  National  AFL-CIO,  and  further  call  upon 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  AFL-CIO  to  take 
favorable  action  on  the  resolution  submitted  by 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  National  AFL-CIO  Executive 
Council. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO. ) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  14 

COPE 

We  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil have  long  recognized  the  necessity  for  active 
participation  in  the  field  of  politics  both  on 
the  state  and  national  level.  As  responsible 
citizens  of  the  respective  communities,  we  are 
cognizant  of  our  duty  to  be  fully  informed  on 
the  political  issues  of  the  day  and  in  turn  to 
impart  this  knowledge  to  our  fellow  citizens. 

Recognizing  that  the  progress  made  at  the 
bargaining  table  can  at  times  be  threatened  in 
the  halls  of  the  legislature,  organized  labor 
must  continue  an  active  and  effective  political 
program. 

Whereas  the  legislative  action  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Great  and  General 
Court  affect  the  destiny  of  all  our  members 
thereby  making  it  imperative  that  our  concern 
be  shown  by  continuous  political  activity. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  we  urge  the 
voter  registration  of  all  members  and  their 
families  and  their  participation  in  all  elections, 
and 

We  realize  the  necessity  for  the  solidification 
of  our  members  to  defeat  the  threat  of  frag- 
mentation of  our  strength,  and 

We  ask  our  members  for  their  continued 
contributions  to  the  request  for  COPE  dollars, 
and 

We  affirm  organized  labor's  traditional  policy 
of  avoiding  entangling  alliances  with  any 
group  and  of  supporting  worthy  candidates 
regardless  of  party  affiliation. 

Collectively  working  together  in  the  interest 
of  our  fellow  man,  your  Committee  on  Political 
Action  can  help  insure  the  election  of  our 
friends  and  the  defeat  of  our  enemies. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  15 

Prohibition  of  Professional 
Strikebreakers 

To  Prevent  the  importation  of  professional 
strike  breakers  during  a  labor  dispute. 

Whereas :  The  recruitment  and  importation 
of  labor  replacements  or  strike  breakers  during 
a  labor  dispute  causes  additional  industrial 
strife,  violence,  and  crimes  ;  and 

Whereas:  The  present  law  (Chapter  150D 
of    the    General    Laws)    merely    requires    regis- 
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tration    of    these   persons    and    has    proved    in- 
effective ;  now  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  instruct  its 
Legislative  Director  to  file  appropriate  legisla- 
tion to  prevent  the  importation  of  labor  re- 
placements or  strike  breakers  during  a  labor 
dispute  in  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  John  A.  Callahan, 
President,  Greater  Lawrence-Haverhill  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  ;  Alphonse  Michaud,  F.S.T., 
Typographical  Union  No.  51,  Lawrence.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  16 

Hospital  Care  for  Injured  Workers 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  Workman's 
Compensation  Law  exists  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  full  treatment  of  those  injured  on 
the  job,  and 

Whereas :  The  objective  is  to  provide  such 
treatment  without  expense  to  the  injured 
worker,  who  is  already  suffering  a  loss  of 
earnings  despite  compensation  payments,  and 

Whereas :  the  present  law  provides  for  the 
cost  of  hospitalization  to  be  paid  for  upon  the 
basis  of  Ward  facilities,  and 

Whereas :  Frequently  because  of  need  or  in 
many  cases  due  to  overcrowding,  the  injured 
employee  is  placed  in  semi-private  or  private 
facilities  and  has  to  pay  the  difference  between 
the  fee  for  Ward  and  Semi-Private  or  Private 
facilities,  and 

Whereas :  this  places  a  severe  burden  upon 
the      hospitalized      victim      of      an      industrial 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  that  this  11th 
Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO,  go  on  record  to  file  appropriate 
legislation  to  correct  this  unfair  condition 
presently  existing  under  the  Statute  governing 
Industrial  Accidents. 

(Submitted  by  Local  #3536,  United  Steel- 
workers  of  America,  AFL-ClO,  in  behalf  of 
the  Worcester  Area  Steelworkers  Workman's 
Compensation  Committee.  Christopher  H. 
Joyce,  President ;  Frederick  H.  Gerard,  Re- 
cording Secretary. ) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  17 

National  and  International  Union 
Conventions  In  Right  to  Work  States 

Whereas  :  Most  manufacturers,  business  men 
and  politicians  in  Right  to  Work  States  Oppose 
Unions  by  every  method  possible  and 

Whereas :  This  same  anti-union  group  seek 
to  undermine  the  Union  conditions  brought 
about  after  years  of  struggle  by  Union  mem- 
bers by  fully  supporting  all  anti-union  pro- 
posals and 

Whereas :  These  Right  to  Work  States 
attempt  wherever  possible  to  pirate  industry 
from  other  States  by  playing  up  their  low 
wage,  anti-union  character  and 

Whereas :  At  the  same  time  they  strive  to 
benefit  from  Unions  by  encouraging  Union 
Conventions  to  be  held  in  Right  to  Work 
States  thereby  financially  gaining  from  Union 
delegates  on  the  one  hand,  while  fighting 
Unions  on  the  other. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Mass. 
State  Council,  AFL-CIO  urge  the  National 
AFL-CIO  not  to  schedule  Conventions  or  Ex- 
ecutive Council  Conferences  in  any  State 
having  a  Right  to  Work  Law  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  that  all  delegates 
assembled  urge  their  respective  Internationals 
to  avoid  scheduling  their  International  Con- 
ventions in  Right  to  Work  States  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  :  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Officers  of  the 
National  AFL-CIO  and  to  the  Executive 
Council,  AFL-CIO  members. 

(Submitted     by:     North     Worcester     County 


Central  Labor  Council.  Albert  J.  Latini, 
President ;  Lorraine  Celuzza,  Recording  Sec- 
retary. ) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  18 

35  Hour  Week 

Whereas,  there  are  persistent  pockets  of 
distressed  areas  and  hard  cores  of  unemploy- 
ment not  only  in  Massachusetts  but  also  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  need  for  economic  expan- 
sion and  growth  in  our  economy  at  a  higher 
rate  than  we  are  maintaining  at  present,   and 

Whereas,  history  shows  that  our  country 
has  made  tremendous  economic  progress  in  the 
past  when  the  work  week  was  reduced  from 
60  to  50  and  then  to  40  hours,  and 

Whereas,  the  full  impact  of  automation  on 
employment  has  not  as  yet  been  felt,  and 

Whereas,  there  will  be  need  for  90,000  addi- 
tional new  jobs  in  Massachusetts  alone  in  the 
next  ten  years  due  to  the  increasing  labor 
force,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  not  only  a  need  to  spread 
employment  but  also  to  increase  the  leisure 
time  for  the  workers,  and 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO  endorse  the  principle  of  a  thirty-five  hour 
week  with  no  reduction  in  pay,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  all  unions  be 
urged  to  obtain  the  thirty-five  hour  week  by 
collective  bargaining  and  by  federal  legislation, 
and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  a  copy  of  this 
Resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  National  AFL- 
CIO  office  for  appropriate  action. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  19 

Civil  Rights 

Whereas  the  AFL-CIO  and  the  Mass.  State 
Labor  Council  are  firmly  committed  to  the 
achievement,  as  quickly  as  possible,  of  full  and 
equal  opportunity  for  all  Americans,  regard- 
less of  race,  color,  creed  or  national  origin,  in 
the  areas  of  housing,  education,  employment, 
and  in  all  other  sectors  of  our  national  life ; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council  takes  due  note  of  the 
warnings  contained  in  the  Report  of  the 
National  Advisory  Commission  on  Civil  Dis- 
orders (Kerner  Commission)  that  "Race  preju- 
dice has  shaped  our  history  decisively  ;  it  now 
threatens  to  affect  our  future."  In  welcoming 
the  Report,  we  commend  it  to  our  members, 
our  friends,  and  our  neighbors  for  its  analysis 
of  how  segregation  and  poverty  have  created 
in  the  racial  ghetto  a  destructive  environment 
totally  unknown  to  most  white  Americans. 

Acting  in  the  sense  of  urgency  sounded  by 
the  Report,  this  convention  joins  with  national 
leaders  in  religion,  labor  social  welfare,  and  so 
on,  in  expressing  support  of  the  Commission's 
far-reaching  recommendations  for  national 
action  with  respect  to  employment,  education 
and  housing  and  community  rights.  Massive 
expenditures  must  be  mounted  to  aid  all  our 
fellow-citizens  so  as  to  destroy  or  overcome  the 
slums  and  the  frustrations  that  now  dominate 
the  ghettoes   of  our  society.   And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  renews  its 
support  of  the  Freedom  Budget  and  the  pro- 
gram and  budget  of  the  Urban  Coalition.  We 
recognize  that  despite  our  commitment  to  civil 
rights,  and  despite  the  substantial  beginnings 
that  have  been  made  in  ending  300  years  of 
segregation,  discrimination  and  second-class 
citizenship,  we  have  a  long  way  to  go.  This 
convention  urges  every  trade  unionist  to 
acquaint  himself  with  the  civil  rights  crisis  of 


Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 


our  nation.  The  resources  of  our  own  Civil 
Rights  Committee,  the  Randolph  Institute,  the 
Jewish  Labor  Committee,  and  other  groups  are 
freely  available  to  our  members  and  locals  to 
plan  and  work  on  programs  designed  to  over- 
come the  results  of  racism.  As  the  Kerner 
Report  warns:  "It  is  time  now  to  end  the 
destruction  and  the  violence,  not  only  in  the 
streets  of  the  ghetto,  but  in  the  lives  of 
people." 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  20 

Anti-Semitism  Abroad 

Whereas  the  Free  Trade  Union  movement  is 
dedicated  to  the  defense  of  racial,  religious  and 
cultural  freedom  throughout  the  world  ;  and 

Whereas  the  AFL-CIO  and  the  I.C.F.T.U. 
have  in  recent  years  noted  the  plight  of  the 
Jews  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  and  spoken  out 
against  the  practice  of  anti-Semitism  ;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved  that  this  convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council  renews  its  protests  and 
objection  against  the  use  by  the  Soviet  Union 
of  anti-Semitism  as  a  weapon  of  domestic  and 
foreign  policy.  Such  special  discrimination 
visited  upon  the  Jews  living  in  that  country 
is  highly  immoral  and  deserving  of  special 
condemnation  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  notes  that 
Poland,  another  nation  under  the  domination 
of  the  Communists,  has  also  undertaken  to  use 
anti-Semitism  as  a  political  weapon.  In  this 
instance  students  and  other  forces  seeking 
freedom  and  democracy  under  the  Communist 
regime  have  been  attacked  as  part  of  a  Jewish 
plot,  with  the  result  that  hundreds  of  Jewish 
victims  have  been  hurt.  Evidence  also  shows 
that  the  anti-Semitic  campaign  was  used  as 
part  of  the  struggle  between  Communist 
factions  vying  for  power  in  Poland.  We  con- 
demn this  activity  in  Poland  just  as  strongly 
as  we  do  in  the  case  of  the  Soviet  Union.  We 
recognize  that  the  pressure  of  outside  public 
opinion  is  essential,  and  in  voicing  our  protest, 
we  urge  our  Government  to  do  all  it  can  in  the 
international  and  diplomatic  channels  to  publi- 
cize and  to  pursue  these  violations  of  human 
and  religious  rights,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  entire  Congressional 
delegation  from  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  21 

Human  Rights  Treaties 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  principles  of 
liberty,  equality  and  justice  to  which  America 
adheres  should  be  guaranteed  to  all  the  people 
of  the  world  ;  and 

Whereas  this  requires  on  the  one  hand  that 
we  set  an  example,  and  on  the  other  hand  that 
we  work  through  the  United  Nations  to  estab- 
lish and  implement  international  standards  of 
human  rights  ;  and 

Whereas  the  late  President  Kennedy  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  for 
ratification,  three  international  treaties  on 
human  rights,  and  he  endorsed  the  international 
treaty  against  genocide  or  mass  murder,  which 
treaty  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  by  former 
President  Truman  in  June,  1949  ;  and 

Whereas  the  United  States  has  still  to  ratify 
the  Human  Rights  Treaties  adopted  by  the 
United  Nations  and  its  specialized  agencies  ; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council  supports  the  ratification 
without    further    delay    of    those    treaties    now 


pending  before  the  Senate,  i.e.,  the  Conven- 
tions on  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of 
Genocide,  on  the  Political  Rights  of  Women, 
on  the  Abolition  of  Forced  Labor,  and  on 
Freedom  of  Association  and  Protection  of  the 
Right  to  Organize.  We  call  upon  the  Executive 
Branch  of  the  Government  to  transmit  to  the 
Senate  for  early  ratification  the  Convention  on 
the  Elimination  of  All  Forms  of  Racial  Dis- 
crimination, which  was  signed  by  the  United 
States  in  1967. 

In  addition,  we  look  for  speedy  consideration 
of  U.  S.  ratification  of  the  International 
Covenants  on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural 
Rights  and  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  22 

Condemnation  of  Extremism 

Whereas  this  convention  has  repeatedly  made 
clear  its  commitment  to  the  freedoms  built 
into  the  democratic  processes  of  our  Nation 
that  make  possible  the  existence  and  growth  of 
the  free  trade  union  movement  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  social  welfare  of  all  the 
people  ;  and 

Whereas  the  extreme  right,  as  organized  in 
such  groups  as  the  John  Birch  Society,  the 
Liberty  Lobby  and  the  Christian  Crusade,  con- 
tinue their  efforts  to  undermine  American 
governmental  institutions  and  to  turn  back  the 
tide  of  social  legislation  that  has  brought  such 
a  high  standard  of  living  to  the  people  of  this 
country  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council  reiterates  its  opposition  to 
the  activities  of  the  extremists.  We  pledge  our- 
selves to  continue  to  expose  the  beliefs,  their 
policies,  and  their  activities.  At  the  same  time, 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  that  in  this  national  election  year, 
we  take  particular  note  of  the  role  the  ex- 
tremists are  playing  in  connection  with  the 
elections.  In  particular,  we  note  in  our  own 
area  how  the  extremists  of  the  right,  supported 
by  the  hate-mongers,  have  joined  to  advance 
the  candidacy  of  former  Governor  Wallace  of 
Alabama.  We  urge  our  locals,  our  members 
and  all  concerned  organizations  in  the  com- 
munity to  develop  programs  of  information 
that  will  expose  and  repudiate  these  destruc- 
tive and  reactionary  moves  and  movements.  To 
aid  in  this  important  educational  and  political 
counter-offensive,  we  suggest  the  utilization  of 
materials  developed  by  such  bodies  as  COPE, 
the  A.  Philip  Randolph  Institute,  and  the 
Jewish  Labor  Committee,  as  well  as  other 
responsible   and   concerned   groups. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.    State    Labor    Council,    AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  23 

War  on  Poverty 

Whereas,  we  have  all  gloried  in  the  greatness 
and  the  riches  and  the  high  standard  of  living 
of  America,  we  have  all  learned  in  recent  time 
that  some  30  million  Americans  live  below  the 
poverty  line  and  that  some  10,000,000  are 
chronically  malnourished.  Figures  have  shown 
that  as  a  result  of  rural  and  urban  poverty, 
poverty  of  youth  and  aged  and  minority  group 
members,  some  280  of  the  Nation's  3100  coun- 
ties are  critical  hunger  areas.  An  effort  has 
been  made  to  attack  the  shame  of  hunger  in 
America  through  the  "War  on  Poverty".  How- 
ever, this  effort  has  so  far  been  far  from  ade- 
quate. Furthermore,  we  deplore  the  recent 
cuts  in  the  poverty  program  and  we  call  for 
expanded  funds  and  programs. 


Eleventh  Convention 


Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  conven- 
tion of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council  pledges 
its  continuing  support  of  a  maximum  effort  in 
the  war  on  poverty.  We  note  with  pride  the 
participation  of  trade  unionists  in  the  anti- 
poverty  programs  of  the  O.E.O.  and  private 
agencies,  and  we  urge  continued  labor  support 
on  an  ever-greater  scale.  As  the  activists  for 
expansion  of  our  activity,  we  look  to  those 
fellow-members  who  have  participated  in  the 
O.E.O.  Trade  Union  Leadership  Training  Pro- 
gram for  New  England.  Having  themselves 
been  stirred,  we  look  to  them  to  continue  with 
an  active  role.  And  be  it  further 

Resolved  that  because  of  the  critical  need  to 
deal  with  poverty  as  an  underlying  factor  in 
the  racial  crisis  and  the  urban  crisis  of 
America,  we  note  with  satisfaction  the  housing 
programs  recently  voted  by  the  Congress  and 
the  General  Court.  This  convention  calls  for 
speedy  use  of  the  legislation  through  the  swift 
development  of  badly-needed  low  income  and 
low  middle-income  housing,  and  the  jobs  that 
a  massive  program  will  produce. 

To  further  expand  job  opportunities,  we  join 
in  labor  and  other  endorsement  and  support  of 
the  O'Hara  and  Clark  bills  for  government 
action  to  create  jobs  in  both  the  private  and 
public  sectors  to  benefit  the  hardcore  un- 
employed and  the  underemployed. 

We  also  appeal  for  unfreezing  aid  to  fami- 
lies with  dependent  children  ;  adoption  of  the 
Freedom  Budget  proposals  to  rebuild  our  cities, 
and  clean  our  air  and  water,  and  to  begin  to 
meet  the  school  and  hospital  —  education  and 
health-needs  of  our  Nation  ;  and  an  end  to 
snipping  away  the  budget  of  the  O.E.O.  and 
other  war  on  poverty  programs.  In  short,  we 
favor  and  support  moves  to  assure  every 
American  of  his  birthright  —  a  decent  life  that 
recognizes  human   dignity. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.   State  Labor  Council,  APL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION   NO.   24 

Support  of  Farm  Workers 

Whereas  the  struggle  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers  Organizing  Committee,  AFL-CIO,  ties 
up  in  a  single  package  the  struggle  of  the 
worker  for  a  living  wage  and  for  decent  work- 
ing conditions,  as  well  as  the  struggle  of  minor- 
ity group  Americans  for  civil  rights  and  hu- 
man dignity  ;  and 

Whereas  the  giants  of  the  fruit  industry 
have  been  refusing  to  negotiate  with  the  United 
Farm  Workers  Organizing  Committee,  and 
have  fought  back  against  union  organization 
with  the  result  that  physical  violence  has  been 
visited  on  strikers  and  pickets  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council  expresses  its  solidarity 
with  the  farm  workers  in  their  struggle  for 
human  rights.  In  solidarity  with  the  striking 
farm  workers,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  support 
their  boycott  of  California  grapes.  In  refusing 
to  buy  California  grapes  until  the  strike  is 
settled  and  a  contract  signed  with  the  UFWOC, 
we  also  urge  all  retailers  and  wholesalers  pa- 
tronized by  organized  labor  to  stop  purchasing 
California  grapes  while  the  UFWOC  main- 
tains its  boycott  policy.  And,  be  it  further 

Resolved  that  this  convention  calls  for  the 
inclusion  of  farm  workers  under  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Act  so  that  they  may  be 
granted  the  same  legal  rights  as  other  workers  ; 
and  be  it  finally 

Resolved,  that  on  the  state  level,  this  con- 
vention notes  with  dismay  that  Massachusetts 
farmers  have  betrayed  their  reactionary  atti- 
tudes by,  in  some  cases,  refusing  access  to 
members  of  the  Migrant  Education  Project,  so 
that  they  might  come  on  to  farms  to  organize 
classes  for  migrant  workers.  We  oppose  the 
anti-education,  anti-free  speech,  and  anti-civil 
rights    attitudes    that    have    been    expressed    in 


regard  to  black  and  white,  Puerto  Rican  and 
American  migrant  workers  on  Bay  State  farms. 
We  pledge  our  support  to  efforts  to  guarantee 
their   equal   rights. 

(Submitted  by  the   Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  No.  25 
Support  of  Union  Insurance  Agents 

Whereas :  The  Insurance  Workers  Interna- 
tional Union  is  striving  to  complete  the  orga- 
nization of  the  debit  insurance  agent  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  and  is  battling  the 
greatest  concentration  of  wealth  any  union  has 
ever  fought  against,  and 

Whereas  :  A  number  of  resolutions  have  been 
adopted  by  the  various  Mass.  State  Labor 
Conventions  endorsing  the  principle  of  buying 
insurance  from  union  insurance  agents,   and 

Whereas :  There  are  union  debit  agents  in 
the   following  insurance  companies : 

Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  — 
Union  Shop 

John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  — 
Union  Shop 

Metropolitan  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  — 
Open  Shop 

Prudential  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
—  Open  Shop 

Union  Labor  Life  —  Union  Shop 

Whereas :  In  spite  of  all  good  intentions,  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  insurance  is  still  being  sold 
to  members  of  labor  organizations  by  the  un- 
organized life  insurance  agent, 

Whereas  :  Even  in  a  life  insurance  company 
that  has  a  union  shop,  it  is  still  possible  to  buy 
insurance  from  an  individual  who  does  not  hold 
a  union  card  such  as,  management  personnel, 
brokers,   and   ordinary   agents,   therefore  be   it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  respectfully 
but  urgently  call  upon  all  affiliated  interna- 
tional unions,  their  local  unions,  and  their  mem- 
bers to  transact  all  life  insurance,  and  group 
insurance  with  members  of  the  Insurance 
Workers  International  Union,  AFL-CIO.  Be- 
fore purchasing  insurance,  ask  the  agent  to 
show  his   Union   Card. 

(Submitted  by  Maurice  Nerman,  President, 
Insurance  Workers  International  Union  Local 
36.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  26 

Support  of  Quotas  for 
Textile  Imports 

Whereas :  The  textile  workers  face  the  im- 
minent threat  of  the  loss  of  thousands  of  jobs 
"unless  the  Government  acts  to  prevent  im- 
ports from  engulfing  the  domestic  market,"  and 

Whereas  :  Within  the  last  six  months  a  Berk- 
shire Hathaway  plant  in  Warren,  Rhode  Is- 
land employing  450  workers  was  closed  because 
of  imported  textile  products. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved :  That  we  urge  the 
initiation  of  immediate  negotiations  with  other 
textile  producing  countries  by  President  John- 
son to  establish  effective  controls  on  imports 
of  man-made  fiber,  rope,  cordage  and  other 
textiles,   and   apparel  products, 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  we  urge  the 
enactment  by  Congress  of  the  Mills  and  Holl- 
ings  bills  directing  the  imposition  of  quotas  on 
textile  products  in  the  event  the  President  is 
unable  to  negotiate  voluntary  international 
agreements. 

(Submitted  by:  Greater  New  Bedford  &  Cape 
Cod  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.  Charles  Ferreira, 
President,  George  E.  Carignan,  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  ) 


Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 


RESOLUTION  NO.  27 

In  Support  of  Textile  Workers 
Union  of  America 

The  struggle  to  organize  the  textile  industry 
in  the  south,  which  the  Textile  Workers  Union 
of  America  is  strenuously  pressing,  is  a  large- 
scale  effort  which  calls  for  the  full  support  of 
all  segments  of  the  labor  movement. 

Currently  the  Textile  Workers  Union  of 
America  is  engaged  in  a  crucial  showdown  with 
Kayser-Roth  at  its  hosiery  plant  in  Dayton, 
Tennessee,  which  employs  500  workers.  This 
giant  chain  employs  over  26,000  in  117  plants. 

TWUA  won  bargaining  rights  at  Kayser- 
Roth  in  Dayton  after  three  long  years  of  cam- 
paigning. Victory  came  despite  the  fact  that 
dozens  of  workers  were  discharged  and  other 
forms  of  coercion  were  used  to  try  to  destroy 
the  union.  The  company  flatly  refused  to  bar- 
gain in  good  faith.  It  refused  to  grant  any 
type  of  arbitration,  check-off  or  any  other 
standard  provision  of  a  union  contract,  thus 
forcing  the  workers   out  on   strike. 

Many  of  the  workers  make  only  the  federal 
minimum.  Fringe  benefits  are  grossly  sub- 
standard.   Working    conditions    are    deplorable. 

The  struggle  by  textile  workers  in  Dayton 
deserves  our  wholehearted  support.  Therefore 
Be  It  Resolved  by  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,   AFL-CIO  that 

1.  We    urge    our    members    as    consumers    to 
by-pass     all     Kayser-Roth     products     sold 
under    the    following    brands : 
Women's  Hosiery 

Schiaparelli    Sapphire  Mojud 

Supp-Hose       Phoenix  Fascination 

Kayser  Bachelor  Girl 

Men's  Hosiery  and  Underwear 
Esquire  Socks  Bachelor's  P'riend 

Supp-Hose  Underwear     Supp-Hose 

Slendo 
Children's  Products 

Kayser  Fruit  of  the  Loom  Mojud 

Slippers 

Jiffies  Mercury 

and  Catalina  bathing  suits 

2.  We  take  all  steps  necessary  to  publicize 
this  action  to  our  members,  to  the  press, 
radio  and  TV,  and  we  notify  the  Kayser- 
Roth  Company  and  the  Textile  Workers 
Union  of  America  of  our  action  in  sup- 
port of  the  Kayser-Roth  strikers. 

(Copies  of  resolution  as  passed  should  be  sent 
to: 

Mr.  Chester  H.  Roth,  Chairman 

Kayser-Roth,    Inc. 

640  Fifth  Avenue 

New  York,  N.Y.   10019 
and  to : 

Textile  Workers  Union  of  America 

99  University  Place 

New  York,  N.Y.   10003 
TWUA  should  also  be  advised  of  any  other 
supportive  action.) 

(Submitted  by:  Greater  New  Bedford  &  Cape 
Cod  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.  Charles  Ferreira, 
President,  George  E.  Carignan,  Secretary- 
Treasurer.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  28 

Promotion  of  Union  Food  Signs 

Whereas :  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other 
non-unon  Retail  Food  Stores  are  in  direct 
competition   with   Union   Food   Stores,   and 

Whereas :  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other 
non-union  Food  Stores  are  undermining  the 
wages  and  working  conditions  of  Union  mem- 
bers, and 

Whereas :  The  attitude  of  Star  Market  Co. 
and  other  non-union  Food  Stores  is  strongly 
anti-Union  and  should  be  deplored  by  mem- 
bers  of  organized  labor  everywhere,   and 

Whereas :   Non-union  Food  Stores  in  the  Re- 


tail Business  do  not  give  their  employees  wages 
and  working  conditions  and  fringe  benefits 
comparable  to  those  given  to  employees  in 
Union  Retail  Food  Stores,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention, by  the  passage  of  this  Resolution, 
does  hereby  place  the  Star  Market  Co.  on  the 
"Unfair  —  Do  Not  Patronize  List"  and  does 
hereby  request  members  of  organized  labor  not 
to  patronize  Star  Market  Co.  or  any  non-union 
company  but  to  look  for  the  Union  Shop  Card 
when  shopping  in  Retail  Food  Stores  and  shop 
where  the  Union   Shop   Card  is  displayed,   and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this 
Resolution  be  sent  to  all  Locals  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and 
the  Local  Officers  will  have  a  list  of  the  Union 
Food  Stores  in  Massachusetts  and  will  ask 
their  members  when  shopping  in  food  stores 
to  look  for  the  Union  Food  Sign. 

(Submitted  by:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local  #2,   Natick,   Massachusetts.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  29 

Union  Labor  Industry  Show 

Whereas :  The  Union  Industry  Show  of  the 
AFL-CIO  is  one  of  the  greatest  media  of  ad- 
vertising  for   organized   labor,   and 

Whereas :  When  it  was  held  in  Boston  in 
1952  the  show  was  attended  by  a  tremendous 
number  of  people  who  for  the  first  time  were 
indoctrinated  in  the  operation  of  Labor  Union, 
and 

Whereas :  It  is  fitting  and  proper  that  the 
Show  again  be  held  in  this  Stronghold  of  the 
AFL-CIO,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO,  invite  the  Union  Industry  Show 
to  Boston,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  the  Officers 
and  Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  be  requested 
to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  bring  the 
Show  to  Boston. 

(Submitted  by  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  30 

Clarification  of  Sunday  Laws 

Whereas :  The  Sunday  Sales  Law  allows  those 
people  in  Massachusetts  who  celebrate  their 
Sabbath  on  Saturday  and  close  their  places  of 
business  on  Saturday  to  open  for  business  on 
Sunday  to  the  public,  and 

Whereas :  There  is  nothing  in  the  law  which 
prevents  employers  who  open  on  Saturday 
from  going  in  and  working  behind  closed  doors 
on  Sunday  which  deprives  union  members  of 
their  rightful  work,  and 

Whereas :  Because  of  loopholes  in  the  Sun- 
day Sales  Law,  there  are  many  Supermarket 
Companies  which  now  open  their  stores  on 
Sunday  and  there  are  some  which  are  open  for 
business  24  hours  on  Sunday,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  as- 
sembled in  this  Convention  hereby  by  the  pas- 
sage of  this  Resolution  condemns  this  practice 
by  unfair  employers,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  the  Legislative 
Director  be  instructed  to  submit  legislation  to 
the  General  Court  to  correct  this  practice  and 
make  other  necessary  changes  in  the  Sunday 
Laws. 

(Submitted  by:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  31 

Protection  of  Migrant  Workers 

Whereas :  Many  Migrant  Workers  are  now 
employed  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas :  These  workers  are  employed  in  the 
Cranberry  Industry  working  in  the  cranberry 
bogs,  and 

Whereas :  They  are  also  employed  on  many 
farms   throughout  the   State,    and 

Whereas :  Legislation  on  sanitation  and  de- 
cent health  conditions  as  well  as  wages  should 
be  filed  on  behalf  of  these  workers  by  organ- 
ized labor  for  their  protection,   now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention assembled  here  in  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, does  hereby,  by  the  passage  of  this 
Resolution,  go  on  record  as  in  favor  of  legisla- 
tion similar  to  Federal  legislation  to  protect 
these  Migrant  Workers,   and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  the  Legislative 
Director  is  hereby  authorized  to  get  together 
with  all  interested  parties  and  to  file  legisla- 
tion,   which   will   protect  Migrant   Workers. 

(Submitted  by:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Arthur  L.  Scranton,  James  F. 
Morrissey,  Raymond  H.  Bolduc,  Alfred  J.  Mc- 
Glynn,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union  Local  #2, 
Natick,  Massachusetts.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  32 

Elimination  of  Substandard  Wages 
for  Trainees 

Whereas :  The  employers  in  retail  and  mer- 
cantile trades  are  allowed  to  pay  trainees  a 
substandard  wage,  and 

Whereas :  This  period  of  training  extends 
through  600  hundred  (600)  hours  before  they 
receive  the   State  minimum   wage,   and 

Whereas :  This  is  grossly  unfair  and  dis- 
criminatory to  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention assembled  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
does  hereby  go  on  record  as  protesting  this 
unfair  system  which  is  allowed  through  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,   and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  the  Legislative 
Director,  by  the  passage  of  this  Resolution,  is 
hereby  instructed  to  present  the  legislation  to 
the  General  Court  at  its  next  session  to  change 
this  unfair,   discriminatory  section   of  the  law. 

(Submitted  by:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local   #2,   Natick,   Massachusetts.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  33 

Unemployment  Compensation 
Benefits  During  a  Lockout 

Whereas :  The  Unemployment  Compensation 
Act  as  it  is  applied  in  Massachusetts  provides 
that  a  lockout  is  interpreted  by  Unemployment 
Compensation  Department  to  be  a  labor  dis- 
pute, and 

Whereas :  Many  unfortunate  members  of 
organized  labor  have  suffered  great  hardship 
as  a  result  of  the  interpretation  of  this  law 
as  it  applies  to  a  lockout,  and 

Whereas :  It  is  unfair  for  employees  in  Mas- 
sachusetts who  are  locked  out  of  their  jobs  not 
to  be  able  to  collect  Unemployment  Compensa- 
tion, and 

Whereas :  Legislation  should  be  presented  to 
the  General  Court  which  will  delete  the  word 
lockout  from  the  law  as  it  is  applied  to  the 
interpretation  of  labor  dispute  and  clarify 
Chapter  151A  of  the  General  Laws  by  amend- 
ing   Section    25,    Subsection    B,    and    make    it 


possible  for  our  people  to  collect  Unemploy- 
ment Compensation  payments  during  a  lock- 
out, now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention by  the  passage  of  this  Resolution 
hereby  instructs  the  Legislative  Director  to 
submit  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court 
legislation  to  provide  for  the  amending  of  the 
Unemployment  Compensation  Act  to  provide 
for  payments  to  employees  in  Massachusetts 
during  a  lockout,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  use 
every  resource  at  its  command  to  bring  about 
enactment  of  such  legislation. 

(Submitted  by:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   34 

Union  Food  Stores 

Whereas :  the  employees  of  Union  Food 
Stores  in  this  area  are  enjoying  conditions 
equal  for  the  most  part  to  those  anywhere  in 
the  United  States,  and 

Whereas :  The  Members  of  organized  labor 
in  Massachusetts  should  purchase  their  food  in 
any  of  the  organized  food  stores  in  Massachu- 
setts, and 

Whereas :  The  following  food  stores  have 
contracts  with  AFL-CIO  Unions  in  Massachu- 
setts — 

First  National  Stores,  Inc. 

Elm  Farm  Foods  Company 

Stop  &  Shop,  Inc. 

Supreme  Markets,  Inc. 

Capitol  Supermarkets,  Inc. 

Folsom's  Market 

Blair's  Foodland 

Mai's  Market 

Popular  Markets 

Burlington  I.G.A.  Stores 

Bridgewater  I.G.A.  Stores 

New  England  Food  Fair  Stores,  Inc. 

Lodgen's  Markets,  Inc. 

Great  Scott  Stores,  Inc. 

Chelmsford  Food  Discounters,  Inc. 

Malder  Food  Discounters 

Lee  Supermarkets 

Shelburne  Falls  Food  Freezer  Lockers 

Growers  Outlet  Stores,  Inc. 

Hi-Way  Supermarket  of  Taunton 

Almacs,  Inc.,  Bellingham 

A    &    P   Stores    in   Taunton   and   in   Western 

Fall  River  Packing  Co.,  Fall  River 

Austin's  Meat  Stores,  Inc.,  of  New  Bedford 
and  Fall  River,  Mass. 

Whereas :  The  members  of  organized  labor 
should  cooperate  with  Union  Members  working 
in   Union  Food   Stores,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  Dele- 
gates to  this  Annual  Convention  assembled  in 
Boston  do  hereby  go  on  record  in  the  passage 
of  this  Resolution  endorsing  the  campaign  of 
the  Food  Store  Unions  of  the  AFL-CIO  to  get 
all  members  to  shop  in  Union  Food  Stores  in 
their  home  areas,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  the  Delegates 
to  this  Convention  bring  the  request  made  in 
this  Resolution  back  to  their  own  Locals  at 
their  next  meeting,  and 

Be  It  Finally  Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this 
Resolution  be  sent  to  all  Locals  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  so 
that  the  Local  Officers  will  have  a  list  of  the 
Union  Food  Stores  in  Massachusetts  and  ask 
their  Members  when  shopping  in  Food  Stores 
to  look  for  the  Union  Food  Sign. 

BE  UNION  !  BUY  UNION  !  SHOP  UNION  ! 

(Submitted  by:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local  #2,  Natick,  Massachusetts.) 


Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  35 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  Staff 

Whereas :  The  Departments  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  have 
done  a  remarkable  job  in  taking  care  of  the 
activity  and  business  of  the  Council,  and 

Whereas :  Francis  E.  Lavigne,  Director  of 
Education,  James  A.  Broyer,  Legislative  Direc- 
tor, Albert  G.  Clifton,  Legislative  Consultant, 
John  A.  Callahan,  COPE  Director,  and  Gerard 
Kable,  Public  Relations  Director,  are  carrying 
on  their  work  in  such  a  way  that  they  bring 
much  credit  and  prestige  to  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  by  their  com- 
bined good  work,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO,  does  hereby  go  on  record  as  en- 
dorsing their  good  work,  and  does  hereby 
compliment  them   for  a  job  well   done,   and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  the  delegates 
to  this  Convention  assembled  in  Boston  does 
give  them  a  rising  vote  of  thanks. 

(Submitted  by:  Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  George 
F.  Fitzpatrick,  Meat  Cutters  District  Union 
Local   #2,   Natick,   Massachusetts.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  36 

Support  of  the  Union  Labor  Life 
Insurance  Company 

Whereas  :  The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
in  1923,  by  action  taken  in  Convention,  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  study  the  practices 
of  the  insurance  industry  as  they  then  related 
to  wage-earners  and  union  members,  and 

Whereas :  The  findings  of  this  Committee, 
reported  to  the  Convention  in  1925,  indicated 
the  need  and  the  value  of  an  insurance  com- 
pany that  would  be  aware  of  and  sympathetic 
to  the  problems  and  objectives  of  the  Labor 
Movement  of  America  in  helping  to  provide 
greater  financial  protection  for  union  mem- 
bers and  their  families,  and 

Whereas :  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company  was  organized  as  a  direct  result  of 
this  action  taken  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  since  1927  has  directed  its  efforts 
almost  entirely  to  the  needs  of  labor  groups 
in  the  fields  of  Individual  Life  Insurance  and 
Group  Life  Insurance  and,  since  the  very 
early  days  of  Trusteed  Health  and  Welfare 
Funds,  has  encouraged  and  aided  Labor  to 
initiate  and  administer  these  Funds  with  great 
efficiency  and  advantage  to  its  membership, 
and 

Whereas :  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company  has  demonstrated  beyond  question  its 
competence  and  integrity  in  the  underwriting 
of  Health  and  Welfare  programs  by  becoming 
in  a  few  short  years  the  insurer  of  the  largest 
number  of  such  funds  in  the  country  and  at- 
taining in  1967  the  rank  of  twelfth  largest 
insurer  of  Group  Accident  and  Health  benefits, 
based  on  premium  volume,  of  those  companies 
in  the  field  of  Group  Accident  and  Health,  and 

Whereas :  The  ability  of  the  Union  Labor 
Life  Insurance  Company  to  continue  to  pro- 
vide cost  and  service  advantages  to  labor 
groups  can  be  increased  only  by  greater  par- 
ticipation and  support  by  labor  groups,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  recognize 
the  true  affinity  of  this  Company  with  the 
Labor  Movement  of  America  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  its  stock  is  owned  principally  by 
International  Unions  and  its  operation  is 
guided  by  Directors  who  are  at  the  same  time 
outstanding  Trade  Unionists  and,  for  the  most 
part,  active  officers  of  International  Unions 
of  the  AFL-CIO,   and   be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  reaffirm  its 
endorsement  and  support  of  The  Union  Labor 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  recommend  to 
all   affiliated   and   associated   Local   Unions   the 


co-operative  consideration  of  the  services  of 
The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company 
in  the  establishment  of  programs  of  Group 
Life  Insurance,  Health  and  Welfare  Funds, 
and   Retirement  and  Pension   Programs. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Frank  A.  Sonsini, 
Bricklayer  Local  #32,  Newton,  Francis  E. 
Lavigne,   Brockton    Central    Labor    Council.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  37 

Registration  of  Chefs  and  Cooks 

Whereas :  The  Chefs  and  Cooks  are  classi- 
fied by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
as  Public  Housekeepers  and  are  thereby  not 
considered  as  craftsmen  such  as  plumbers, 
electricians,    nurses,    doctors,    etc.,    therefore 

Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  11th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  go  on  record  supporting  a  bill  for 
the   registration  of   Chefs   and  Cooks  ;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  the  Legislative 
Department  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  be  instructed  to  file  appropriate 
legislation  in  the  1969  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  cover  these  employees  under  the 
provisions  of  the  General  Laws. 

(Submitted  by:  Joseph  Stefani  (Delegate), 
Bus.  Rep.,  &  Fin.  Sectry,  Local  186,  Cooks  & 
Pastry    Cooks    Ass'n.    AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  38 

Unemployment  Compensation 
Coverage  for  Non-Profit  Institutions 

Whereas :  Employees  of  non-profit  institu- 
tions are  not  protected  by  the  unemployment 
compensation   law,   and 

Whereas :  These  employees  are  often  unem- 
ployed through  no  fault  of  their  own  and  are 
without   funds,    and 

Whereas :  Other  employees  in  private  indus- 
try and  trade  are  covered  by  the  state  law, 

Now,  Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved :  That  the 
11th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Mass.  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  endorse  the  prin- 
ciple of  coverage  of  employment  compensation 
benefits  for  employees  of  non-profit  institu- 
tions,   and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  :  That  the  Legislative 
Department  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  be  instructed  to  file  appropriate 
legislation  in  the  1969  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  cover  these  employees  under  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  151 A  of  the  General 
Laws. 

(Submitted  by:  Joseph  Stefani  (Delegate), 
Bus.  Rep.,  &  Fin.  Sectry,  Local  186,  Cooks  & 
Pastry    Cooks    Assn.,    AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  39 

Administration  of 

Landrum-Griffin  Act 

in  National  Maritime  Union  Case 

Whereas  : 

1.  On  April  24,  1968,  Judge  Motley  handed 
down  a  decision  in  Federal  District  Court 
setting  aside  the  1966  elections  of  the  Na- 
tional Maritime  Union  and  ordering  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor  promptly  to  supervise 
a  new  election   in  the  Union. 

2.  There  was  no  finding  by  the  court  of  any 
wrongdoing  by  any  Union  official  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  election.  The  decision  against  the 
Union  was  based  solely  on  the  court's  judg- 
ment that  certain  amendments  to  the  NMU 
Constitution  and  procedures  of  the  Union — 
all  of  them  properly  adopted  by  secret  ballot 
referendum  of  the  NMU  membership — were 
in    violation    of    the    section    of    Federal    Labor 
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Law  known  as  the  Landrum-Griffin  Act.  The 
sections  of  the  NMU  Constitution  challenged 
by  the  court  provided  (a)  that  candidates  for 
one  of  the  top  eight  national  offices  in  the 
Union  must  have  prior  service  in  some  union 
office,  either  at  national  or  local  port  levels ; 
(b)  that  the  lowest  official  post  in  the  Union, 
that  of  port  patrolman,  should  be  appointive 
rather  than  elected ;  and  ( c )  that  members 
must  cast  their  ballots  in  polling  places  offi- 
cially designated  by  the  Honest  Ballot  Associa- 
tion,  with  no   provision   for   absentee  ballots. 

3.  NMU  has  appealed  the  court's  decision  to 
higher  court  in  order  to  eliminate  a  precedent 
which  can  be  damaging  to  the  rights  of  free 
trade  unions  in  particular  and  to  democracy 
in  general.  At  the  same  time,  NMU  has  made 
clear  its  readiness  to  immediately  conduct  a 
new  election  on  the  terms  set  by  the  court, 
without  awaiting  the  outcome  of  the  appeal. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  NMU  has  repeatedly 
called  on  the  Secretary  of  Labor  to  act 
"promptly"  as  ordered  by  the  court.  The 
Union  is  anxious  to  get  the  court-ordered 
election  under  way  promptly  in  spite  of  its 
disagreement  with  the  court's  decision,  be- 
cause NMU  is  faced  with  two  major  battles  on 
which  the  well-being  and  security  of  its  mem- 
bers depend  :  One,  negotiations  which  must  be 
completed  by  next  June  for  new  contracts 
affecting  the  majority  of  the  U.S.  merchant 
marine ;  and,  two,  the  continuing  battle  for 
a  positive  government  policy  to  stem  the  dis- 
astrous decline  of  the  U.S.  merchant  marine. 

4.  The  Labor  Department  has  delayed  acting 
on  the  election  on  a  variety  of  excuses.  In- 
stead, according  to  a  bill  of  particulars  pre- 
sented by  the  Union,  it  has  used  the  court's 
decision  as  a  license  for  meddling  and  inter- 
ference in  Union  matters  that  have  no  con- 
nection with  the  case  at  hand,  including  even 
interference  in  the  Union's  relations  with 
contracted   employers. 

5.  At  the  time  the  Landrum-Griffin  Act  was 
before  Congress,  organized  labor  warned  that 
the  broad  ill-defined  powers  which  it  gave 
the  Labor  Department  could  be  used  unfairly 
to  intimidate  unions  and  to  interfere  with 
their  ability  to  carry  out  legitimate  respon- 
sibilities for  the  protection  of  their  member- 
ship. The  extent  of  the  Labor  Department's 
powers  over  unions  and  vagueness  of  the 
restraints  on  the  use  of  those  powers,  as  con- 
tained in  the  Landrum-Griffin  Act,  endows 
this  government  agency  with  virtual  power 
of  life  or  death  over  trade  unions,  a  condition 
we  prefer  to  associate  with  Iron  Curtain  coun- 
tries, not  with  our  own  democracy.  The  ex- 
perience of  NMU,  among  other  unions,  is 
testimony  to  the  soundness  of  organized 
labor's  warnings.  What  is  happening  to  NMU 
in  this  case  can  happen  to  any  union  and 
therefore  it  is  a  threat  to  all  unions. 

6.  Organized  labor  also  warned  that  the 
Landrum-Griffin  Act  provides  incentives  and 
opportunities  whereby  a  handful  of  dissidents 
within  a  union  can  paralyze  the  union  and 
nullify  the  will  of  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  union  membership.  Such  dissident  groups 
can  be  stimulated,  sponsored  and  supported 
by  forces  outside  the  union  for  political  pur- 
poses, for  purposes  of  crime  and  corruption 
or  for  the  purposes  of  union-busting  employ- 
ers. The  conduct  of  the  Labor  Department  in 
the  NMU  case  confirms   this   danger. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  at  this  11th  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  Mass.  State  Labor 
Council,    AFL-CIO,   that: 

1.  We  find  in  the  experience  of  the  NMU 
under  the  Landrum-Griffin  Act  as  administered 
by  the  Department  of  Labor  in  this  case,  a 
threat  to  union  democracy  and  to  the  effective 
functioning  of  free  trade  unions. 

2.  We  call  on  the  Secretary  of  Labor  to 
initiate  without  further  delay  whatever  pro- 
ceedings are  necessary  to  fulfill  its  responsi- 
bilities under  the  Federal  court's  order  for 
"prompt"  elections  in  NMU,  as  the  Union 
has    requested. 


3.  We  call  on  the  Secretary  of  Labor  to 
immediately  put  a  stop  to  disruptive  and 
harassing  activity  by  any  member  of  the 
department  against  NMU  under  cover  of  the 
court's   order  in   this   case. 

4.  Copies  of  this  resolution  shall  be  for- 
warded to  AFL-CIO  President  Meany  and  to 
President  Johnson,  Vice  President  Humphrey, 
Secretary  Wirtz,  Attorney-General  Clark  and 
the  members  of  the  House  and  Senate  Labor 
Committees. 

(Submitted  by:  Gordan  Humphrey,  Agent, 
for  the  National  Maritime  Union  of  America.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  40 

A  Tribute  to 

Senator  Robert  F.  Kennedy  and 

Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

Whereas :  the  late  Senator  Robert  F.  Ken- 
nedy and  the  late  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
were  assassinated  at  a  time  when  they  were 
both  fighting  for  civil  rights  for  all  people, 
and 

Whereas :  the  labor  movement  has  deplored 
these   assassinations,    and 

Whereas  :  the  principles  for  which  these  men 
fought  are  principles  in  which  the  labor 
movement   has   believed,   and 

Whereas :  the  struggle  for  civil  rights  in 
which  these  men  were  engaged  is  part  of  the 
struggle  of  organized  labor :  Now,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved  :  That  this  Convention  pledge  itself 
to  continue  the  fight  for  improved  civil  rights 
and  the  principles  for  which  the  late  Senator 
Kennedy  and  the  late  Dr.  King  fought,  and 
be   it   further 

Resolved :  That  labor  pledges  its  efforts  to 
achieving  the  dream  of  a   better  America. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  41 

Urban  Crisis 

Whereas :  America  is  confronted  by  an 
urban  crisis  that  is  rooted  in  a  complex  of 
national  social  problems — including  the  radi- 
cal social  and  economic  changes  of  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century,  as  well  as  350  years  of 
Negro  slavery,  segregation  and  discrimina- 
tion, and 

Whereas :  the  population  of  America's  met- 
ropolitan areas  has  skyrocketed  since  World 
War  II,  with  an  increased  birth  rate  and  the 
migration  of  millions  of  people  from  the  farms 
and  rural  areas  to  the  cities,  and 

Whereas :  radical  technological  change  has 
reduced  job  opportunities  for  uneducated,  un- 
skilled workers,  sharply  reduced  agricultural 
and  mining  employment  and  speeded  up  the 
shift  of  industrial  location  from  cities  to  sub- 
urbs and  outlying  areas,  and 

Whereas :  there  are  no  instant  solutions, 
overnight  adjustments  or  cut-rate  panaceas 
to  this   complex   of   problems,   and 

Whereas :  these  issues  are  a  complex  of  na- 
tionwide social  and  economic  problems,  rather 
than  simple  problems  of  individual  communi- 
ties :    Therefore  be   it 

Resolved :  That  we  call  upon  Congress  for 
immediate  measures  to  provide  decent  jobs, 
decent  housing  and  adequate  community  facili- 
ties to  revitalize  our  metropolitan  areas  as 
centers  of  American  civilization,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved :  That  we  call  upon  Congress  to 
enact  the  National  AFL-CIO  program  consist- 
ing of  the  following : 

1.  One  million  public  service  jobs  for  per- 
sons now  unemployed  or  seriously  under- 
employed. 
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2.  Two  and  a  half  million  new  housing  units 
each  year  including :  public  housing, 
housing  for  lower  middle-income  families 
not  eligible  for  public  housing  and  un- 
able to  afford  decent  dwellings  in  the 
standard  privately  financed  housing  mar- 
ket, moderate-income  housing,  open 
housing,  in  suburbs  as  well  as  in  cities, 
urban  renewal,  model  cities  program, 
and  new  towns,  with  balanced  neighbor- 
hoods and  open  housing,  encouraged  and 
assisted  by   federal  and  state  programs. 

3.  Improved  and  expanded  mass  transit. 

4.  Accelerated  construction  of  public  facili- 
ties. 

5.  A  substantially  expanded  Neighborhood 
Youth   Corps  program. 

6.  Special  incentives  to  teachers  in  slum 
areas,  federal  subsidy  of  more  effective 
school  type  programs,  full  use  of  school 
buildings  for  job  training,  adult  educa- 
tion and  community  centers,  and  voca- 
tional education   and  training. 

7.  Linking  of  manpower  training  with  job 
placement  and  training  allowances. 

8.  Revamp  public  welfare  assistance  pro- 
gram. 

9.  Relief  of  rural  poverty  with  federal 
legislation  to  provide  farm  workers  with 
unemployment  compensation,  the  right 
to  organize   and   other  federal  aids. 

10.  Economic  planning — under  federal  lead- 
ership, including  state  and  metropolitan 
areas  and  including  the  development, 
coordination  and  maintenance  of  an  in- 
ventory of  needs  for  housing,  public 
facilities  and  services. 
(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of 
Mass.    State    Labor    Council,    AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  42 

Support  for  a  United 
Labor  Movement 

Whereas :  labor  has  always  believed  in  the 
philosophy  that  in  unity  there  is  strength,  and 

Whereas :  the  labor  movement  has  been  able 
to  accomplish  major  gains  as  a  united  move- 
ment, and 

Whereas :  many  large  labor  organizations 
such  as  the  International  Union  of  United 
Automobile,  Aerospace  and  Agricultural  Im- 
plement Workers  of  America  and  the  Interna- 
tional Brotherhood  of  Teamsters,  Chauffeurs, 
Warehousemen  and  Helpers  of  America  and 
others  are  not  in  the  "House  of  Labor"  at  the 
present  time,  and 

Whereas :  there  is  need  for  a  united  front 
by  labor  in  many  issues  involving  social,  eco- 
nomic, political,  and  organizational  areas : 
Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  urge  the 
National  AFL-CIO  to  take  all  necessary  steps 
to  bring  about  a  reuniting  of  the  entire  labor 
movement,   and   be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the   National  AFL-CIO. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.   State   Labor   Council,    AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  43 

Constitutional  Amendment 
Increase  in  Per  Capita  Tax 

The  Executive  Council  recommends  an  in- 
crease in  the  per  capita  tax  from  the  present 
seven  to  nine  cents  per  month  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons  : 

1.  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  just  as  all  business  must  meet 
the  inflationary  advances  which  occur 
annually  —  roughly     about     3  %     of    gross 


expenditures    which    to    the    State    Labor 
Council  means  $5,000  to  $6,000  per  year. 

2.  Increases  in  the  expenses  exceeding  the 
inflationary  advances  —  postage,  printing, 
travel,  conferences,  etc. 

3.  Maintenance  of  a  modern,  up-to-date, 
and  efficient  office. 

4.  To  maintain  established  programs  of  the 
Council  and  to  introduce  additional  proj- 
ects to  meet  the  challenge  of  our  times. 

5.  Salaries  of  staff  and  clerical  must  keep 
pace  with  private  industry  as  well  as  with 
other  departments  and  locals  within  the 
trade  union  movement.  (As  employers  we 
should  set  good  examples ) . 

6.  All  of  these  are  essential  to  meet  the 
pressures  of  labor's  opponents  in  the  legis- 
lative field  —  National  Right-to- Work 
Committee,  Associated  Industries  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Chambers  of  Commerce,  etc. 
The  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council 
is  the  watchdog  and  police  force  at  the 
State  House. 

7.  To  retain  and  improve  the  benefit  struc- 
ture in  the  fields  of  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation ($45  million  in  lost  wages  recovered 
in  1967),  Unemployment  Compensation 
(over   $35  million   in   benefits   paid   out   in 

1967),   minimum   wage   legislation,   to   im- 
prove    educational     facilities     as     well     as 
standards,     to    keep     the     taxing    process 
within    the    means     of    workingmen     and 
women. 
Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:   That  the  Consti- 
tution be  amended  to  change  the  first  sentence 
of  Section  1  of  Article  VIII  so  that  the  monthly 
per  capita  tax  is  increased  from  seven  to  nine 
cents  per  month  so  that  the  new  first  sentence 
will  read  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  Each  local  union  affiliate  shall  pay 
a  monthly  per  capita  tax  at  the  rate  of  nine 
cents  (9(*)  per  month  for  each  of  their  dues- 
paying  members  ;  of  this  amount  one  cent 
(lj1)  shall  be  earmarked  for  COPE  activities. 
The  above  changes  shall  become  effective 
January  1,  1969. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive   Council  of   the 
Mass.   State   Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  44 

Control  of  Textile  Imports 

Whereas  :  Imports  of  textile  products  are  ris- 
ing sharply  and  threaten  to  engulf  the  domestic 
market.  The  influx  of  foreign  goods  has  al- 
ready wiped  out  some  200,000  American  jobs. 
Unless  effective  action  is  taken  to  control  the 
rate  of  imports  of  textiles  and  apparel,  the  jobs 
of  some  2x/£  million  workers  will  be  endangered. 

Whereas  :  Textile  and  apparel  imports  jumped 
from  1.5  billion  square  yards  in  1964  to  2.6 
billion  in  1967.  In  the  first  half  of  1968  they 
amounted  to  some  3.2  billion  square  yards.  As 
a  result,  imports  have  absorbed  more  than 
10%  of  the  domestic  market.  In  wool  products, 
they  exceed  22%  of  the  U.  S.  market. 

Whereas  :  The  United  States  has  entered  into 
multilateral  agreements  to  regulate  trade  in 
cotton  products  so  as  to  prevent  imports  from 
disrupting  markets  and  destroying  vital  indus- 
tries. These  agreements  provide  an  appropriate 
model  for  similar  arrangements  to  control  trade 
in  man-made  fiber  and  wool  products. 

Whereas :  The  main  advantage  foreign  pro- 
ducers have  to  enable  them  to  undercut  Ameri- 
can Textile  products  is  the  low  wages  paid  to 
textile  workers  in  the  developing  areas  of  the 
world  which  supply  the  bulk  of  our  imports. 
Average  hourly  earnings  are  36£  in  Japan,  25tf 
in  Hong  Kong  and  they  vary  between  10  £  and 
20  #  an  hour  in  the  other  industrializing  coun- 
tries of  the  Far  East.  These  compare  with  an 
average  textile  wage  of  $2.18  in  the  U.  S. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved,  that  this  Conven- 
tion urge  the  United  States  Government  to 
adopt  effective  controls  on   imports  of  textiles 
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and  apparel  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  these 
vital  American  industries. 

(Submitted  by  delegates:  Alton  M.  Hodgman, 
TWUA  Local  125,  Newton  and  Eichard  Mc- 
Grath,   TWUA   Local  642,   Walpole) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  45 

Perpetuation  of  the  John  F.  Kennedy 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund 

Whereas  :  To  fulfill  the  intent  of  the  delegates 
to  the  1964  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  which  author- 
ized the  Director  of  Education  to  establish 
the  top  award  in  the  scholarship  program  as 
the  "John  F.  Kennedy  Memorial  Scholarship 
Award"  at  $1,000  and  to  circulate  the  local 
unions  for  contributions  to  the  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy Memorial  Scholarship   Fund,  and 

Whereas :  This  Director  has  followed  the 
dictates   of  that  convention,   and 

Whereas :  The  annual  appeal  for  funds  has 
continually  diminished,  as  noted  in  his  report 
to  this  convention  showing  a  balance  of  ap- 
proximately  $1,320,   and 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved :  To  permanently 
establish  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Memorial 
Scholarship  Fund  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council  shall  deposit  in  the  bank  ac- 
count under  the  name  of  the  John  F.  Kennedy 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund  the  sum  of  $8,000 
annually  for  three  consecutive  years  beginning 
with  the  fiscal  year  1968-1969,  thereby  estab- 
lishing a  fund  of  $25,000,  the  interest  from 
which  will  support  the  scholarship  fund  for 
all  time. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  :  Francis  E.  Lavigne, 
President,  Marehie  La  Grasta,  Recording  Sec- 
retary,  Brockton  Central  Labor  Council) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  46 

Reaffirming  the  Samuel  Gompers 
Political  Philosophy 

Whereas :  Massachusetts  labor  for  many 
years  has  been  a  pioneer  in  the  field  of  labor 
and  social  legislation,  and 

Whereas :  The  Legislator's  records  in  the 
past  has  been  judged  by  using  the  Gompers' 
philosophy  of  "rewarding  your  friends  and 
defeating  your  enemies,"  determined  by  the  use 
of  roll  call  votes  on  the  important  social  and 
labor  issues,  and 

Whereas :  In  more  recent  years  organized 
labor  in  Massachusetts  has  fallen  behind  other 
industrial  states  in  such  important  labor  and 
social  fields  as  sickness  disability,  unemploy- 
ment and  workmen's  compensation  and  other 
labor  laws,  and 

Whereas  :  During  the  past  two  years  Unem- 
ployment Compensation  benefits  have  increased 
only  14%  at  a  time  when  eligibility  require- 
ments have  been  increased  by  28%  and  other 
eligibilities  have  been  changed  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  working  men  and  women  of 
Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas  :  At  our  last  convention,  Resolution 
No.  5  was  unanimously  adopted  requiring 
roll  call  votes  in  1968  on  such  important  labor 
matters  as  cash  sickness,  unemployment  com- 
pensation benefits  for  persons  out  of  work 
because  of  a  labor  dispute,  elimination  of  many 
of  the  present  exemptions  from  the  overtime 
provisions  of  the  present  state  law,  decreased 
waiting  period  and  increased  benefits  under 
the  workmen's  compensation  law,  regulating 
the  fees  charged  by  private  employment  agen- 
cies, and  coverage  of  non-profit  and  educational 
institutions  under  the  Mass.  Labor  Relations 
Commission  Law,  but  only  one  of  these  received 
a   roll  call  in   the   House  of   Representatives, 


Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention reaffirms  its  principle  of  relying  on 
the  Gompers  philosophy  of  roll  call  votes  on 
social  and  labor  issues  affecting  labor  and  of 
discussing  our  problems  with  the  appropriate 
committees  of  the  Legislature  rather  than 
with  the  anti-labor  groups  representing  inter- 
ests contrary  to  the  working  people  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  :  That  at  least  every 
two  years  we  publish  and  circulate  a  complete 
list  of  all  bills  filed  by  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.  and  then  a  complete 
list  of  the  legislative  accomplishments  and 
failures  of  these  bills  complete  with  the  roll 
call  votes  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate  on  all  these 
measures. 

(Submitted  by  Delegates  :  Francis  E.  Lavigne, 
President,  Marehie  La  Grasta,  Recording  Sec- 
retary,  Brockton   Central  Labor   Council) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  47 

Affiliation  of  International  Molders 

and  Allied  Workers  Union 

of  North  America 

Whereas :  The  unity  of  the  labor  movement 
is  of  vital  importance,  and 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO,  should  embrace  the  local 
unions   of   every   AFL-CIO    affiliate,    and 

Whereas :  Unity  can  be  achieved  only 
through  the  communication  over  thoughts  and 
ideas  and  a  discussion  of  the  problems  affecting 
each  international  union  and  its  involvement 
with  the  progress  of  our  economy,  and 

Whereas :  The  officers  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  have  en- 
deavored for  five  years  to  bring  the  local  unions 
affiliated  with  the  International  Molders  and 
Allied  Workers  Union  of  North  America  into 
affiliation  with  the  State  Labor  Council  without 
success,  and 

Whereas  :  We  police  the  Unemployment  Com- 
pensation Law.  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Law  as  well  as  other  laws  affecting  labor's 
rights  from  which  the  membership  of  their 
local  unions  benefit. 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention call  upon  President  George  Meany 
of  the  AFL-CIO  to  bring  together  the  officers 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  and 
the  international  officers  of  the  Molders  and 
Allied  Workers  Union  of  North  America  to 
bring  about  the  affiliation  of  their  local  unions 
throughout  the  state  with  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor   Council,   AFL-CIO. 

(Submitted  by  delegate:  Francis  E.  Lavigne, 
President,    Brockton    Central    Labor    Council) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  48 

Union  Recognition  by  Law  for 
Federal  Employees 

Whereas,  At  present  all  Federal  Employees 
are  under  an   Executive  Order  and 

Whereas,  Said  Executive  Order  gives  man- 
agement the  last  say  in  bargaining  and 

Whereas,  Said  Executive  Order  can  be  re- 
scinded at  anytime  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council  A.F.L.-C.I.O.  -through  our  parent 
A.F.L.-C.I.O.  through  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  seek  and  support  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  United  Federation  of  Postal 
Clerks  A.F.L.-C.I.O.  to  obtain  Union  Recog- 
nition by  law  for  all  Federal  Employees. 

(Submitted  by  Delegate:  Robert  F.  Caracciolo, 
Pres.,  United  Federation  of  Postal  Clerks, 
Local  497-8,  Spgfld.) 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  49 

Overtime  Optional 

Whereas,  Overtime  is  not  a  mandatory  issue 
and 

Whereas,  Employees  are  required  to  perform 
eight  hours  of  work  each  day,  and 

Whereas,  The  constitutional  rights  of  any 
employee  is  to  be  recognized,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council  A.F.L.-C.I.O.  go  on  record  favoring 
necessary  legislation  which  would  protect  any 
Postal  Employee  from  working  overtime 
against   his    wishes. 

(Submitted  by  Delegate:  Robert  F.  Caracciolo, 
Pres.,  United  Federation  of  Postal  Clerks, 
Local  497-8,  Spgfld.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  50 

(At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Building  and  Construction 
Trades  Council  held  on  Monday,  August  5th, 
1968,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be 
submitted  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council  for  action  at  the  coming  convention.) 

Salary  Grade  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Labor  and  Industries 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Labor  and  Industries  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant agencies  of  our  government,  in  that 
the  statutes  which  come  within  its  jurisdiction 
affect  and  protect  all  of  the  citizens  in  the 
Commonwealth,  and 

Whereas,  The  Department  of  Labor  and  In- 
dustries has  never  been  given  the  recognition 
which  the  scope  and  importance  of  its  respon- 
sibility deserve,  and 

Whereas :  The  salary  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Labor  and  Industries  is  considerably  lower 
than  the  salaries  of  other  agency  heads  of 
far  less   importance   and  responsibility, 

Therefore,  Be  it  resolved,  that  this  conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  go  on  record  as  strongly  urging  the 
passage  of  legislation  which  would  establish 
the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of  Labor  and 
Industries  at  Twenty-two  thousand  and  five 
hundred    dollars,     ($22,500)     per    year,    which 


amount  is  commensurate  with  the  importance 
and  extent  of  the  duties     of  the  office. 

(Submitted  by:  John  J.  Cotter,  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  Legislative  Agent,  Massachusetts 
State  Building  and  Construction  Trades  Coun- 
cil, and  James  J.  Dunne,  Business  Manager, 
Laborers'   Local  No.   223,   Boston.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  51 

Withholding  Public  Funds  from 
Unfair  Non-Profit  Institutions 

Whereas:  The  1968  Session  of  the  General 
Court  passed  an  amendment  to  the  Labor 
Relations  Act  bringing  Non-Profit  Institutions 
within  its  jurisdiction  and 

Whereas :  A  number  of  these  Institutions  re- 
ceive grants  from  the  Commonwealth,  the 
Cities  and  Towns 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  That  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council  prepare  legislation  and 
present  such  to  the  next  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature a  bill  that  would  prevent  any  city,  town, 
or  instrumentality  of  the  Commonwealth  from 
making  any  grant  in  cash  or  aid  to  any  non- 
profit institution  adjudged  by  the  Mass.  State 
Labor  Relations  Commission  as  being  guilty  of 
an  unfair  labor  practice. 

(Submitted  by  Delegate:  Edward  T.  Sullivan, 
Business  Agent,  B.S.E.I.U.  Local  254,  Boston) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  52 

Regulating  Minimum  and  Maximum 
Temperatures  in  Buildings 

Whereas  :  The  construction  of  many  modern 
fully  air-conditioned  buildings  prevents  the 
opening  or  closing  of  windows  and 

Whereas  :  Many  workers  are  required  to  work 
in  such  buildings  during  times  when  the  public 
is  not  admitted  and  the  air  conditioning  or 
heating  is  not  controlled. 

Be  It  Resolved  that  the  Mass.  Labor  Council 
will  present  to  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Court  Legislation  providing  minimum  and 
maximum  range  of  temperatures  in  office  and 
other  buildings  where  workers  '  are  required 
to  work. 

(Submitted  by  Delegate:  Edward  T.  Sullivan, 
B.S.E.I.U.  Local  254,  Boston) 


